Democratic Governance Thematic Trust Fund Mid-Term Report

	Year
	2009

	Country
	THA

	ATLAS Project Number:
	00069978

	Project Title:
	Legal Empowerment Partnership Project

	Approved DGTTF Amount
	USD 200,000

	Name of Contact Point(s)
	Somchai Yensabai

	Relevant Outcome and Output:

1) Policies, framework and measures in place to promote transparency and accountability at the sub-national level
2) Improved anti-corruption/ transparency legal 
framework, and capacity of government agencies
	SP Key Result Area 

Strengthening responsive governing institutions
	SP Outcome
Effective, responsive, accessible and fair justice systems to promote the rule of law, including both formal and informal processes, with due consideration on the rights of the poor, women and vulnerable groups
	Outputs:

1) Legal Empowerment for Asia Partnership (LEAP) established.
2) Thailand’s Legal Empowerment policy is developed based on increased knowledge and priorities setting.

3) Innovative ideas to further legal empowerment are piloted.   



	Current status of project (check appropriate box):
	Pre-approval stage: 
	

	
	Approved but not yet on-going:
	

	
	( On-going:
	03/11/09 - 31/12/10

	
	Completed:
	

	Total Project Expenditures as of December 11, 2009
:
	 USD / DGTTF
	Expected total Expenditures

	USD 6,047.26/DGTTF

	Progress achieved towards annual Output targets:
	Quantitatively an estimated 20% of biennial output targets has been achieved.

Qualitatively, the 2 main outputs of the project have taken shape.  

(1) The Knowledge Bank has been established by RCB indicators for assuring transparency and accountability was developed;
(2) The preparatory regional dialogue was organized and preparation of the workshop for regional focal points is ongoing; 
(3) Studies research on legal empowerment and policy gaps is commissioned. 


	How has your project mainstreamed the corporate development drivers? 
	The project reinforced multi-stakeholder approaches to strengthening government accountability for public service delivery by bringing together the government agencies which have different mandates to work on empowerment of the poor and improvement of their legal rights. 


	Success Stories:
	Too early in the project to identify a success story.



	Problems Encountered 
	The Thai government was in the transition period of changing the process for project approval and thereby resulting in the delay in signing the project document until November 2009.  

	Lessons Learned
	(1) Legal empowerment is a cross-cutting issue and is one of factors which can bring about policy coordination between departments which have different mandates.  It also brings together civil society and government.

(2) Citizen journalism is another powerful means for legal empowerment of local citizens.   
(3) Peer pressure in the region as part of external factors can improve substantive policy development for the nation.


� Please distinguish between DGTTF and other resources, if applicable.





